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Agenda Item – CC2374/23 

 
Change of the Council’s Name 

 
Introduction 
The use of ‘Parish’ in the Council’s name is misleading as it can be confused with church 
matter and is archaic. It also does not accurately reflect the nature of the community served 
by the Council. This paper proposes a change of name. 
 
Discussion 
The name Croxley Green Parish Council reflects the intent of the Local Government Act 
1894 which sought to remove from church parishes the civil powers, other than 
ecclesiastical, that had been their responsibility. Although the functional changes effected by 
the Act were successful, there remains confusion among the general public in differentiating 
the two kinds of parish. 
 
Until the passing of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, which 
enabled the use of Community, there was no alternative than to be styled a Parish or a 
Town.  
 
The population of the parished area has increased year on year until it exceeds the average 
(fewer than 12,000 residents) of all parishes in England & Wales. However, the nature of the 
area does not lend itself to be styled a Town. It does, however, fit the nature of a 
Community. Much of the Council’s strategic direction is aimed at building, growing and 
enhancing a sense of community. 
 
Making a change of name does not affect any element of the council’s work: contracts 
continue to bind, employees continue to be employed and members continue to be 
members. 
 
Legislative Framework 
Local Government Act 1972 
S.75 Change of name of parish. 
 

(1) At the request of the parish council or, where there is no parish council, at the 
request of the parish meeting, the council of the district in which the parish is situated 
may change the name of the parish. 

(2) Notice of any change of name made under this section— 
a) shall be sent by the district council concerned to the Secretary of State, to the 

Director General of the Ordnance Survey and to the Registrar General; and 
b) shall be published by the district council in the parish and elsewhere in such 

manner as they consider appropriate. 
(3) A change of name made in pursuance of this section shall not affect any rights or 

obligations of any parish or of any council, authority or person, or render defective 
any legal proceedings; and any legal proceedings may be commenced or continued 
as if there had been no change of name. 

 
  



Consultation 
There is no requirement for this council or the principal authority to consult with residents or 
any other body of a change of name.  
Nonetheless, good communication is an important part of the council’s responsibility and 
therefore, on approval of this proposal, if agreed: 

• a publicity campaign shall be initiated on the council’s website, social media channels 
and in local press directed at local residents 

• an information paper is sent individually to the six local ward district councillors and 
the division county councillor to explain our reasons and asking for their support 
when the matter is considered.  

• As a courtesy the clerk and chair of neighbouring parishes (Sarratt, Batchworth and 
Chorleywood) are informed of our intention. 

 
Cost 
There will be minimal cost to achieve this change.  
The majority of our communications are produced by local printing for which templates may 
easily be changed.  
Matters such as signwriting may be carried out as needed. 
Logos are easily amended in-house. 
A .gov website domain name in the form croxleygreen-cc.gov.uk to adhere to the current 
format may be acquired through the government website at low cost. The full name and its 
acceptable variants are not currently registered.   
 
Timescale 
The above consultation process should be completed within a 6-week period which will take 
until approximately the end of the first week of March 2023.  
Thereafter approval should be sought from the principal authority without delay.  
 
Recommendations 

• That the Council resolves to change its name to Croxley Green Community Council 

• That the Clerk informs residents, local councillors in the district and county and 
adjacent parish/town and community councils over a six week period to allow time for 
responses. 

• That the Council seeks approval from the principal authority – Three Rivers District 
Council – to confirm the name change. 

 
 
Cllr Nigel Cole 
Chairman 
January 2023 
 


