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1. SITE SUMMARY

Site name: Stones Orchard

Site Address: Stones Orchard

Croxley Green

Rickmansworth

Grid Reference: TQ 070 957

Size: 2.1ha (5.2 acres)

Owner: Three Rivers District Council

Managed by: Three Rivers District Council, and Croxley Green Parish Council under

contract

This Greenspace Action Plan sets out the management, maintenance and development framework

for Stones Orchard over five years. The plan includes map-based annual management programmes

and a timetabled action-plan, both located towards the end of the document. It will be reviewed

annually, so that actions can be revised as necessary over the life of the plan.

Vision Statement

The vision for Stones Orchard is one of a traditionally managed orchard that is well used and

cherished by the local community.

Its fruit trees should be thriving and productive, with the fruit produced being put to good use.

Beautiful old age orchard trees are well preserved, with a succession of younger trees to eventually

take their place. A stunning wildflower meadow and a range of well managed natural habitats that

support a variety of wildlife. A welcoming and safe place for members of the local community to

enjoy.

This plan seeks to find a balance between restoring something of the orchard’s former glory and the

need to ensure the long term sustainability and functionality of the site. It is hoped the plan will

serve as a tool to define the roles and responsibilities for the management of the orchard, so that all

partners can contribute collectively to delivering a shared set of objectives.
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The better quality grassland lies in the
more open, northen section of the site.
Described as unimproved neutral grassland.
High conservation value, elements of which
should be maintained & improved.

There are no surfaced paths on the
site, however frequent use of
particular routes has compacted
the soil/grass along these desire lines

Coarser grassland in southern section
under orchard trees. Can be categorised
as semi-improved neutral grassland.

Eastern strip of land outside original
orchard boundary. Categorised as
species-poor neutral grassland.

Orchard is bordered by mature hedgerows,
with locally distinctive dominance of Holly
and english elm scrub. Also a significant
proportion of Hazel, which has been
managed as coppiced in the past.

Secondary entrance/exit,
on to narrow footpath.

Primariy entrance point - 
wooden field gate/kissing gate
and a dog bin. Kissing gate
somewhat redundant due to
large gaps either side of gates.
Lack of any signage or interpretation

Highest density of orchard trees in
South-East corner of site. Numerous
veteran trees and quite dense canopy.

Main orchard area. Broad mix of veteran,
mature, young and new orchard trees;
Cherry, Apple, plum, pear and medlar, with
a few non-fruit trees. Some of the original
grid is still discernable, however the more 
recent planting does not adhere to it.

Large overgrown hedgerow, 
dominated by holly

Four benches distributed
around the site, three litter bins and
two dog bins.

Informal access through
gaps in hedgerow

Secondary entrance/exit,
on to playing field

Double row of hazel coppice 
by main site entrance.
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1 Introduction

The site is what remains of an extensive 19th century orchard, situated on a level site in a prominent

position within the village of Croxley Green, covering 2.1 hectares of land. It is owned by Three

Rivers District Council (TRDC), and is managed primarily by Croxley Green Parish Council (CGPC), in

partnership with TRDC and the Countryside Management Service (CMS).

There are numerous fruit trees of diverse age, including cherries, apples and pears. Many of these

are veteran fruit trees, providing valuable niche habitats. The grassland is of particular conservation

value, for which the site is designated a Local Wildlife Site. The site is bordered by mature hedgerow.

It is open to public access, and is regularly used for walking, dog walking, and by families with young

children. It provides good connectivity with other green spaces in the area.

2.2 Geography and Landscape

2.2.1 Landscape

The area is described in the Hertfordshire County Council’s Landscape Strategy as being on the edge

of the Sarratt Plateau, an extensive level plateau with considerable pastoral and equestrian land use,

and a coherent settled pattern of farms and historic villages set around greens and commons.

The underlying geology in the local area is a combination of plateau gravel and river-terrace drift.

Soils are characterised as well-drained, flinty, coarse and loamy or sandy. The local topography of

the site is relatively flat.

2.2.2 Conservation Designations

Details of the conservation designations that cover the site are listed in the table below and

annotated on the Constraints Map where appropriate.

Scale Designation Detail

National Priority Habitat Inventory:

Traditional Orchards (UKBAP)

A UK Biodiversity Action Plan

priority habitat – “groups of

fruit and nut trees planted on

vigorous rootstocks at low

densities in permanent

grassland, and managed in a

low intensity way.”

County Local Wildlife Site (83/010,

Stones Orchard)

Primarily designated for

unimproved grassland habitat

Local Wildlife Site (83/013,

Croxley Green Grassland)

Immediately adjacent to site.
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2.3 Historic Use and Management

The history of the orchard has been well documented; in particular in a booklet edited by former

Croxley Green Parish Councillor Margaret Pomfret, which is available in the local library and online

via http://www.croxleyresidentsassociation.co.uk/stones-orchard.html. This history is summarised

below.

Stones Orchard was once a thriving mixed fruit orchard, recognised for its cherries. It was managed

between 1893 and 1960 by tenant farmers Walter Stone & Sons (hence the name of the site), who

carried out programmes of pruning and replanting. The grassland was used for meadow grazing, as

well as being cut for a hay crop. Local families would come to The Green in late June/July as the

cherries ripened to buy fruit harvested from the orchard, on days that become known as Cherry

Sundays.

The orchard originally covered a much larger area of land than it does today. In 1960, the land was

sold to local paper manufacturers John Dickinson & Company, and subsequently management

ceased and the orchard fell into poor condition. The extent of the site was progressively diminished

through development of housing and leisure facilities. The orchard was later sold to Three Rivers

District Council in 1983, but it was not until the early 1990s that it was brought into better

management. At this point, there was a growing desire among stakeholders to improve the

management of the site, which led to TRDC/CGPC adopting a new management plan. The

Countryside Management Service was drafted in for support from 1994 onwards, and various

management activities were delivered including removal of ragwort from the grassland, and

coppicing and replanting of hazel in the hedgerows. The Parish Council set about planting new fruit

trees on the site, during various activities involving local schools over a number of years.

In recent years, the site has been managed by the Parish Council rangers, with grounds maintenance

input from TRDC and management advice from CMS. A thorough site habitat survey was carried out

in 2013 by the Herts Biological Records Centre, which led to a report being written on the

management of the grassland. In 2014, another report was produced, focussing on the management

of the fruit trees. The recommendations of both these reports have been built into the new plan.
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Farm buildings including:
Milking shed; stables; cover for
calves; barn & sheds; pigstys;
yard; coal bays; garage; wood shed.
Buildings demolished some time between 
1972 and 1996.

Fruit harvested from the orchard
was sold out of a small shed at
the front entrance.

Main entrance and track through site

Apparent "ride" through orchard,
predominantly clear from tree cover.
This was likely used for access into
the southern parts of the orchard,
and is closely alligned with main desire 
line running through the orchard today.

The original area of Stone's Orchard extended much
further east than it does today. The area included
meadows, arable land, and more fruit trees. Much of
the site had been sold off by the 1970s.

Original boundary hedge; kept 
much smaller than it is today

This area outside the old boundary hedge
was the western edge of a large meadow

The red line shows the 2016 boundary.
The south-eastern corner of the site
has been narrowed greatly. The original
area is now part of the school playing fields

The purpose of this map is to paint a picture of how the
orchard may have originally looked. A variety of sources
have been used to inform this: aerial photography captured
1945-1947 and 1972; 1960 Ordnance Survey maps and 
historical information given in a local historical booklet.

Using the 1945-1947 aerial photography, the approximate
centre-point of each tree was mapped. These centrepoints
have been connected to form a representation of the original  
grid pattern on which the orchard was structured.

Present day site boundary
!( 1940s Tree Points

Gridlines
1940s Tree Canopy Cover
Buildings
Hedges
Higher Density Trees
Lower Density Trees/Open Ground
Tracks/Hard Standing
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2.4 Habitats

2.4.1 Grassland

The grassland of Stones Orchard is considered a highly valuable feature of the site, and one that

should be conserved and enhanced wherever possible. It is the reason for the site’s status as a Local

Wildlife Site. In the 2013 survey, 52 grassland plant species were recorded on the site, including 16

mixed grassland indicator species. The presence of Prickly Sedge has been especially noted, as it is

something of a rarity in Hertfordshire. The grassland is currently cut on a low intensity cycle, which

allows the sward to flower each year.

The northern half of the site, which is largely open and without tree cover, contains the highest

quality grassland on the site. It is considered “unimproved neutral grassland,” and is more species

rich and finer in character than elsewhere on the site, due to its open nature.

The southern half of the site is home to the majority of the orchard trees. The grassland here is

coarser in nature, and is termed “semi-improved neutral grassland.” It is less species rich than the

northern section, likely due to the partial tree canopy cover; annual fruit and leaf fall leads to

nutrient enrichment, which can reduce species diversity in a grassland. The areas immediately

around the base of the trees are sometimes cut less frequently, as ride-on mowers are unable to get

close to the trunks without causing damage; this has led to rootstock suckers growing up

surrounding some of the trees, which makes future grassland management more problematic if left

unmanaged. Any work carried out in this section to improve the condition of the fruit trees must

give consideration to the conservation of the grasslands; avoiding nutrient enrichment that would

lead to the impoverishment of the ground flora by nettles.

A third section of the grassland, on the eastern edge of the site, lies outside of the original boundary

of the orchard, and is separated from the rest of the site by a dense hedgerow. The grassland is less

valuable here, likely due to a different form of past management than the rest of the site, and as a

result is considered “species poor neutral grassland.”

A network of walking routes, or “desire lines” go around and across the site. There are currently no

surfaced paths; these routes are regularly mown short through the summer. In the winter, particular

sections of these routes can get quite muddy, which leads to “trampling” of the adjacent grasslands

and a progressive widening of the desired routes. This is to the detriment of the adjacent grassland –

the trampled areas are significantly less species diverse than elsewhere on the site.

2.4.2 Orchard Trees

The orchard itself is particularly distinctive in terms of the incredibly diverse age structure of the

trees. All age categories are represented, from newly planted through to veteran and senescent. The

majority of the orchard trees, as described in the previous section, are grouped together in the

southern half of the site.

It is believed that the original orchard layout would have followed a loose grid pattern. A grid layout

in an orchard, with wide spacing in between the trees, facilitates good grassland management,
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efficient harvesting of fruit, and avoids casting too much shade on the grassland below. The more

mature orchard trees give indication to this grid, however the younger planted trees do not appear

to follow it, and as such the orchard trees appear initially to be distributed in scattered groups.

The veteran (over-mature) orchard trees consist of apples, plums and cherries. Many are in standard

form and were likely propagated onto vigorous rootstocks. They exhibit a range of veteran features,

including hollow trunks, standing deadwood, woodpecker holes and old pruning wounds. These

features contribute massively to the overall biodiversity of the site; they will likely support a large

range of saproxylic (deadwood dependent) insects, as well as providing nesting and roosting sites for

birds and bats. The fruit varieties of these trees are unknown, although it is thought that some are

potentially traditional local fruit varieties which may have been lost elsewhere.

The “mature” age bracket is represented by apples and cherries. These are mostly in half-standard

form, likely propagated using less vigorous rootstocks than the veterans. They are well developed

and possess little or no deadwood.

There are some younger trees that are well established but still in a juvenile state; these are mostly

cherry trees. Additionally, there is some very recent planting of a number of cider apple trees, as

well as a mixture of pears, cherries, plums and medlars, some of which are heritage Hertfordshire

cultivars.

There are a number of memorial plaques beneath individual fruit trees, as well as a walnut tree

planted in 1995 for commemorative purposes close to the main entrance.

2.4.3 Hedgerows

The orchard is bordered by mature hedgerows of mixed species, and at present appear fairly

congested, overgrown and unmanaged. They contain a locally distinctive dominance of holly and

English elm (featuring as scrub). The elm is potentially significant as the food plant for the white

letter hairstreak butterfly. Hazel is also a significant component of the hedgerows, much of which

has been previously managed as coppice. Blackthorn, elder, English oak, field maple, ash, hawthorn

and sycamore are also found, and a number of the trees are host to ivy.
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2.5 Wildlife

2.5.1 BAP Habitats & Species

Unimproved neutral grassland is listed in the Hertfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan as a priority

habitat, one that is locally scarce and declining; adding extra impetus to good conservation

management of the grasslands of Stones Orchard. Traditional Orchards are a UKBAP priority habitat.

Pipistrelle and brown long-eared bats have been recorded in the vicinity, although it is uncertain if

they are present on the site itself. That said, hollow sections of veteran trees are potential roost

sites, and grassland and hedgerow habitats provide foraging opportunities, so consideration should

be given to their potential presence. Badgers are known to have active setts in the vicinity of the

site, and the site itself provides good foraging habitat.

2.5.2 Reptiles

The site and surrounding areas feature habitat suitable for slow worm and common lizard; although

there have been no recorded observations since 1999. These species should still be given

consideration during the implementation of grassland management prescriptions.

2.5.3 Birds

Many common bird species would be expected to utilise the site throughout the year, both within

and outside of the breeding season. Blackbird, linnet, goldfinch and magpie have been noted, but far

more species are likely to occur.

2.5.4 Invertebrates

Wildlife surveys have noted an abundance of invertebrates, including meadow grasshopper,

common green grasshopper, Roesel’s bush-cricket, meadow brown butterfly, gatekeeper, skipper,

small and large whites, speckled wood and white letter hairstreak, although many more have been

recorded. Cinnabar moths and their caterpillars have been observed on the common ragwort plants

in the grassland.
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2.6 Access, Facilities and Infrastructure

The nearest formal car parking is approximately 300m walking distance from the site, by the Parish

Council Offices. Informal car parking is usually available in areas off The Green however it must be

noted that parking is not permitted on The Green itself. There is a free car park situated in

Community Way. The site is located approximately 900m walking distance from Croxley train station,

which is on the Metropolitan line of the London Underground. Bus routes 320 and 324 run along

New Road, which passes within 200m of the site, providing public transport links to Rickmansworth

and Watford.

The main site entrance is on the western boundary of the site. This is positioned along the road

known as “The Green”, a large grassland area either side of the road. This is the only vehicular

entrance to the site, and is demarcated by a timber field gate and kissing gate. Outside the site, a

track runs approx. 25m across The Green to reach the road. There are two secondary entrances, one

on the northern boundary, onto a narrow cut-through footpath that is undesignated. The other is in

the south east corner of the site, which opens out onto a playing field, the other side of which sits

the nearest public car park to the site, and the Croxley Green Parish Council offices. There are a

number of gaps in the southern boundary hedgerow that appear to be regularly used by people

crossing to and from the adjacent playing field.

There are no rights of way running through the site. A newly claimed Right of Way is currently

pending adoption, running around the edge of the adjacent playing field. This new ROW is an

extension of Footpath “Croxley Green 010” and will join directly on to the south-eastern site

entrance. The only other ROW in the vicinity is Footpath “Croxley Green 009” which runs along the

other side of The Green.

There are four benches on the site. Three are standard benches positioned around the peripheries,

constructed using recycled plastic on a metal frame. The bench immediately inside the main

entrance features a memorial plaque. The fourth is a picnic bench situated in a prominent location in

the centre of the site.

There is a dog waste bin by the main entrance, another at the northerly entrance and a third inside

the site adjacent to the main walking route. There are litter bins positioned adjacent to two of the

benches, and a third in the centre of the site by the picnic benches.

There are currently no surfaced paths or formal signage on the site. There is a network of informal

footpaths through and around the site; the grass on these routes is kept mown short through the

summer, although many sections on the most used routes are worn back to bare earth. These

sections become muddy through the winter, and in the past wood chip has been put down in an

attempt to ease the problem.
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3. Assessment and Analysis of Opportunities

3.1 A Welcoming Place

Stones Orchard has an interesting history that is well documented online and in the local library.

However, there is nothing on site that shares any of this information, or even that points towards

where such information is accessible. Sympathetically designed and positioned interpretation could

be used to convey the natural and social history of Stones Orchard to users of the site, making this

information more accessible, and perhaps passing on appreciation of the site to younger

generations. If people are better informed about the conservation value of a site such as this, they

are more likely to care for it.

To better involve the local community in the site, there is potential to install a community notice

board along with an interpretation panel. To avoid the risk of proliferating signage, there is a design

that has been used on other Three Rivers sites where the two form one structure. The interpretation

and notice board panel should be installed close to the main entrance of the site, to welcome

visitors in.

It can be difficult to identify the site from the road; passers-by could easily miss it. Without any

obvious signage, the exterior of the site can seem somewhat unwelcoming. Enhancing the main

entrance and installing sympathetic signage would be a way to invite more local people to enjoy the

site.

Enhance the main entrance to make the site more visible
from The Green

Opportunity to re-design the site entrance so that the track
lines up with the gates.

The track leading from The Green to the main site entrance does not line up with gate; the centre of

the track leads straight into the post that sits between the kissing gate and the field gate.

Redesigning the entrance way provides an opportunity to rectify this, improving the practicality of

the entrance, and its visual continuity. At the very least, the kissing gate and the field gate should be

swapped around, so that the track leads right through the field gate. This might necessitate some

small scale coppicing of scrub to the right of the entrance. There is potential to create some kind of

entrance feature, such as a woven hazel archway using the material coppiced on site, however such

a feature must be designed to facilitate continued access by grounds maintenance machinery.
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Concerns have been expressed about the possible urbanisation of the site; the current provision of

site furniture and bins is deemed to be adequate, however the design and materials choice of these

items (green painted metal arms and legs, with black recycled plastic planks) is visually intrusive and

not necessarily in keeping with the nature of the site. The current benches should be replaced with

bespoke timber designs constructed from English oak, and repositioned as necessary to find a

balance between seclusion, pleasant views of the site and ease of access. The commemorative

plaque on the bench near the main entrance should be retained and affixed to one of the new

benches.

Current provision of benches & bins Example of proposed timber bench design

The main desire line running east-west through the site is regularly used by people “cutting through”

the site to access other parts of the village. The adoption of a new Right of Way around the adjacent

playing field is likely to increase this effect. As this route receives heavier use, it tends to develop

muddy patches at particular areas and at the site entrances. Where it gets muddy, people naturally

take a wider path to avoid the mud. This is progressively widening the trampled area and is gradually

degrading the value of the grassland. To safeguard the grassland against this degradation and to

cater for all-abilities access, this central route should be surfaced using appropriate natural materials

such as crushed granite aggregate. Once complete, the need for maintenance will be minimal. A

metre-wide strip either side of the footpath should be mown regularly through the summer to

prevent longer grass spilling over onto the path.

There is currently one picnic bench, situated in the centre of the site. It is regularly used by local

young people, and is considered to be in a good location as it is highly visible. There is a general

preference against provision of new picnic benches, and that people should be encouraged to picnic

on the grass instead (this message could be illustrated in the new interpretation). If the picnic bench

is to be removed, this leaves a need to retain the function of a visual focal point, currently provided

by the bench. This could take the form of a specially selected heritage fruit tree combined with a

commemorative and interpretive feature or surround on the ground, which could be built into the

design of the new surfaced path (see section 3.7). The design of such a feature would be discussed

and agreed upon by all partners.
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3.2 Healthy, Safe and Secure

Visitors to Stones Orchard should feel safe and able to enjoy all areas of the site at all times. The site

is regularly used by local people for walking, outdoor recreation and dog walking. It is widely

recognised that regular access to green spaces promotes good mental and physical health; use of

the site in this manner should be encouraged and facilitated.

Although there is no current provision, the main contact number and web addresses for TRDC and

CGPC will be given on any new site interpretation boards. The phone line includes an out-of-hours

service, allowing members of the public to contact the council as required.

There are two dog waste bins positioned by two of the site entrances, and a third within the site

itself. This is deemed to be a sufficient provision. A Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) in relation

to dog control is in effect across the entirety of the Three Rivers District. Signs indicating this have

been erected at the site entrances. For details, see http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/service/public-

space-protection-order-pspo

Tree safety surveys are carried out in all TRDC parks, woodlands and open spaces, with the resulting

data entered into tree management software. All dead wood, including standing dead wood, is left

in situ where safe to do so, for habitat and biodiversity benefits. The arisings from trees which have

to be reduced or removed for safety reasons should be stacked into habitat piles at pre-agreed

locations. For further information see http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/egcl-page/tree-management

3.3 Clean and well maintained

Stones Orchard should be maintained to a good standard appropriate to the nature of the site, for

both aesthetic and health and safety reasons.

Litter and dog waste bins are provided at various locations, and are emptied through the TRDC

Grounds Maintenance Contract. Given the size of the site and the current levels of access, the

current provision is deemed to be adequate. Where benches are replaced and repositioned, the bins

too should be repositioned with them. There is also an opportunity here to replace the existing bins

with a design in keeping with that of the benches.

Any vandalism is inspected as soon as possible after a report has been received, normally within 24

hours. The damaged item(s) would be made safe and photographed. The damage is also reported to

the appropriate council department for repair. Additionally, the vandalism is reported to the

Community Safety Coordinator for contact with the Police.
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3.4 Sustainability

All management operations on Stones Orchard should be as sustainable as possible, both financially

and in terms of environmental impact.

External funding would ensure the viability of the project and free up internal resources for the

partners involved in the management of the site. Promoting the history and heritage of Stones

Orchard would be a good basis for an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. This application shall

be made by the Countryside Management Service, on behalf of TRDC and CGPC, early on in the first

year of the plan. As such, capital works have been programmed to commence during the autumn of

year one pending successful grant award.

Three Rivers District Council was first certified with ISO 14001 in 2010. Although no longer certified,

the District Council strives to maintain the principles of the accreditation.

The District Council has a strong commitment to the environment and environmental sustainability

and recognises the impacts its operations have on the environment. TRDC’s dedication to protect

the environment is reflected in Council policies, strategies, commitments and partnerships. Some of

these initiatives include:

 A presumption against the use of peat.

 A presumption against the use of pesticides, especially on designated landscapes such as

Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

 Only FSC timber is used across the district.

 All cleaning materials are phosphate free.

There should be a presumption against the use of herbicides on the site, to minimise the cumulative

impacts of such compounds on the wider environment.
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3.5 Conservation & Heritage

3.5.1 Grassland

Currently, the Parish Council Rangers carry out standard grass cutting using ride-on mowers and

strimmers, and the TRDC Grounds Maintenance team carry out an annual cut and lift operation

around the end of September. There is a recognised need to fine-tune the grass cutting regimes

across the site. The agreed objective for the grassland is to continue managing it in a way that

maintains and enhances its conservation value; this is of particular importance, given the net loss of

such habitat over the county. A key part of achieving this is to create habitat diversity within the

grassland itself. To do this, the site has been split into different management zones, outlined in the

table below, and described in the following paragraphs.

Management Zone Regime

Meadow Grassland  Years 1 & 2: Regular mowing April to July as required to reduce
hogweed umbels, followed by a cut & lift operation in mid-August.

 Year 3 onwards: one cut & lift operation in mid-August, with
additional late season mow if necessary.

Orchard Grassland  Mow at least 3 times per season (April, June and August). Rake &
extract arisings.

Edge Habitat  2 year rotation (cut half of zone each year)

Desire lines & path
edges

 Amenity mowing on grass footpaths through summer, and 1m either
side of new surfaced path

The main meadow grassland area in the northern half of the site should continue to be managed as

a hay meadow, using cut and lift machinery. This is great for botanical diversity and for pollinators,

as it permits many of the meadow plants to flower and set seed. However, hogweed (Heracleum

sphondylium) is becoming increasingly widespread in this area. This can be addressed by a short-

term adjustment of the cutting regime; for the first two years, this area should be regularly mown

(suitable for CGPC rangers using ride-on mowers) through the spring and summer, followed by a cut

and lift operation in August to remove the season’s arisings. This process will cut back any hogweed

umbels as they emerge, preventing it maturing and setting seed. Two years of “restorative cutting”

such as this should be a sufficient period of time to reduce the prevalence of the hogweed, without

adversely affecting the meadow seed bank.

Conservation grassland with hogweed (left of photo) Mown paths through conservation grassland
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Following the restorative cutting, from year three onwards, a single cut and lift operation should be

carried out around mid-August each year. Cutting in August will allow the majority of the wildflowers

and grasses to set seed, then removes the vegetation before nutrients begin returning to the ground

as the plants complete their cycle. An additional end-of-season mowing may be beneficial to help

keep nutrient levels down.

The meadow grassland management will need to

account for the potential presence of slow worms,

grass snakes and small mammals. These animals are

sensitive to vibration and so should move away

quickly when machinery is on site, but work should

be done in a way that offers an escape route, so that

they do not become trapped by the mowing. As

illustrated opposite:

The area of grassland in the southern half of the site, underneath the orchard trees, is to be mown

occasionally through the spring and summer to keep it open for people to walk through. Mowing

three times per season is suggested, for example in April, June and August, to allow sufficient length

of time between cuts to allow the flowering and seeding of various species, although this can be

monitored and adjusted to suit requirements and machinery capabilities. Arisings should be raked

up (or similar) and extracted from site to prevent nutrient enrichment of the grassland. Following

successful respacing of orchard trees (see 3.5.2), there may be the potential to include more of the

main orchard area in the cut and lift operation, perhaps with additional mown routes throughout.

Areas of “edge habitat” have been identified around the borders of the site, which should be cut on

a longer rotation to increase habitat diversity, give a more natural appearance, and to provide

favourable conditions for overwintering bees. A two year rotation is recommended, where half of

the edge habitat is cut each year. Any longer and the risk of rank grass becoming dominant, or for

scrub to develop, increases. By cutting sections each year, a continuity of this habitat type is ensured

from year to year.

Regular amenity mowing through the summer should be carried out on all the informal path routes.

This makes the site more inviting and accessible to users, and helps prevent further trampling and

encroachment onto the better quality grassland. Formalising the main desire line (as detailed in

section 3.1) would prevent further degradation to the grassland. Once the surfaced route has been

created, a metre wide strip should be kept mown either side of the path, to better define the edge

of the path, and to prevent grasses encroaching onto it.

There has been some concern around the presence of ragwort in the grassland. As there is no

grazing on the orchard grasslands, and the arisings from cut and lift are used as green waste rather

than animal feed, this is not an issue. Additionally, ragwort is the food plant of the cinnabar moth,

which has been observed on the site and should be retained for conservation purposes. The ragwort

should still be monitored, and if its dominance increases to the detriment of the sward,

management should be reconsidered.
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3.5.2 Orchard Trees

The original orchard design appears to have followed a loose grid pattern; this was confirmed by an

analysis of 1940s aerial photography held by the Hertfordshire Archives and Library Service (see the

historic map towards the front of the document). This traditional grid layout allows the trees to

develop an open-grown form and avoids over-shading the grassland below. Traditionally, many

orchard grasslands would have been managed by sheep grazing, but such a layout also facilitates

efficient grass cutting underneath the trees, providing the spacing of the trees is wide enough to

allow machinery to operate down the rows.

Planting of new fruit trees has been carried out in recent years, but does not adhere to this original

grid. To better retain the traditional character of the orchard, and to make future maintenance more

efficient, it is recommended that some of the more recently planted trees are “respaced” to fit them

to the original grid layout. For smaller specimens this can be done using a spade, a large planting bag

and a wheelbarrow, to excavate and transport the tree and its entire root-ball. Should external

funding bids be successful, there may be opportunity to bring in a “tree-spade” to move some of the

medium-sized trees to the grid.

The respacing will also allow for additional small-scale planting of new fruit trees to fill any gaps. This

presents an opportunity to better preserve the heritage of the site by sourcing traditional

Hertfordshire fruit varieties. The taste of these traditional varieties must be considered; if local

residents are to be encouraged to harvest and make use of the fruit in the orchard, the varieties

chosen must be pleasant to eat or cook with.

Potential to respace smaller trees to fit grid Phased thinning of veteran tree canopies

The 2014 report on the orchard gave very sound proposals for the ongoing management and

maintenance of the fruit trees. These recommendations included:

 Phased thinning of canopies of veteran trees to reduce weight and prevent

breakage/splitting.

 Monitor larger trees for structural soundness and prune as necessary.

 Retain standing deadwood where safe to do so.

 Raise canopies of mature apple trees to allow grass cutting machinery to get closer, and
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remove rootstock suckers.

 Prune mature apple trees to decongest canopies for better fruiting.

 Formative pruning of young trees, remove lower branches arising from the side of the trunk,

retain those arising from the top.

Pruning is carried out at different times of year for different species. Apples and pears are pruned

whilst the tree is dormant (November – March), and plums and cherries are pruned whilst actively

growing (May – July). Annual pruning should seek to thin out 20-30% of the smaller branches; this

will help prolong the tree’s life, create an open, uncongested canopy, and will provide a higher yield

of fruit. The Parish Council rangers have been carrying out the pruning work recommended by the

report, with good results. These recommendations should continue to be acted upon, and as such

have been transferred into the annual action tables.

The presence of standing and fallen deadwood can contribute significantly to biodiversity. The

deadwood components of the veteran trees should be retained for as long as they remain safe. To

increase quantities of fallen deadwood, whilst still enabling the grass to be cut effectively, arisings

from prunings should be stacked at a number of specified locations around the peripheries of the

orchard.

3.5.3 Hedgerows

Much of the hazel within the hedgerows has been previously managed as coppice; all of which is of

a size now suitable for re-coppicing. This presents an opportunity to reintroduce coppice

management, creating structural diversity and successional habitats within the hedgerow. This will

also create a natural product that could be utilised on site, or sold to supplement management

costs. A seven year rotation should be trialled to produce material suitable for constructing hazel

hurdles, but adjusted as necessary according to the rate of regrowth. The Parish Council Rangers are

chainsaw certified and would be able to implement this; although it can also be a very worthwhile

activity for volunteers.

Hazel coppice by front entrance Hazel coppice in hedgerow

Adjacent to the front entrance to the site there is a section of pure hazel coppice in two rows

running parallel with the boundary. It is all ready to be re-coppiced. As there is no other hedgerow

on this section, there would be nothing left to define the boundary were the area to be re-coppiced
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all at once. As such, the outer of the two rows can be coppiced initially in year 1, and the resulting

material used to create a fence of hazel hurdles along the boundary. The inner row should then be

coppiced on year 3, to allow some time for the first row to re-establish.

There are three other distinct clusters of hazel coppice, one next to the south east entrance and the

other two along the southern boundary. These too are due re-coppicing, and should be included in

the rotation. The coppicing should be phased over a number of years, to provide a succession of

vegetative stages around the site.

There is a section of interior hedgerow within the orchard that cuts off the north-east corner of the

site. It is part of the original boundary that would have divided the core of the orchard and the

meadow/arable land beyond (see historic map). Over time, the original extent of the site has been

reduced and now there is only a small strip of grassland beyond this interior hedgerow. The hedge

itself is dominated by mature holly trees, grown very dense and tall, leaving the outer strip of

grassland very disconnected from the rest of the site. To address the situation and incorporate the

space into the orchard, there are two options to consider:

a) To reduce the existing holly hedgerow down to a single, widely spaced line of trees, with

sufficient space between individuals to integrate the grassland beyond with the rest of the

site. The visual benefits of this would be immediate, and over time this would improve

floristic diversity along the base of the hedgerow, and may improve berry production on the

remaining trees, with subsequent wildlife benefits.

b) To restore and reinforce the historical feature reducing the size and dominance of the holly,

and creating a new, manageable agricultural style hedgerow, that can be kept at a managed

height. Although this would take some time to establish, a well-managed hedgerow would

bring significant biodiversity benefits in terms of food & nectar sources and nesting habitat.

In the south east corner of the site’s border is a wide, dense section of elm/mixed scrub,

immediately adjacent to the access point. This access point connects the site to the newly

established Right of Way passing around the sports ground; small scale scrub management work,

and installation of site signage described previously, would greatly improve external visual

appearance and make the site more welcoming to passers-by.

Sparse section of hedgerow – clear and plant with hazel Interior holly hedgerow
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Along the southern boundary, a section of the hedgerow, adjacent to the neighbouring tennis

courts, is very sparse with only low scrub and bramble. There is a similar section along the interior

hedgerow in the north-east corner of the site. Currently these areas are not of any particular

conservation importance, and look fairly scruffy. This presents an opportunity to clear the existing

scrub, and to plant new rows of hazel. Once established, the hazel could later be brought into

coppice management along with the rest of the hazel on site. Hawthorn should not be planted in any

of the hedgerows, due to the risk of it carrying fireblight, a bacterial disease that affects apple and

pear trees.

There is a gap through the scrub along the southern boundary, that leads out to the adjacent sports

ground, and is evidently regularly used. Considering this gap adjoins the newly adopted Right of Way

around the adjacent sports ground, it would be pragmatic to embrace this as a minor access point,

rather than seek to block it off. Some of the scrub and vegetation either side of this could be cut

back to better facilitate this.
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3.6 Community Involvement

During the first year of the plan, an application will be made to the Heritage Lottery Fund, partly to

fund the proposed capital restoration works, but also to promote and share the history and heritage

of the site. Built into the funding application will be a proposal to hold a launch event in the second

year of the plan (2018), after funding has been secured and the main capital items delivered.

Referring back to the history of the site, Walter Stone took up tenancy of the orchard in 1893, which

effectively makes 2018 the 125th Anniversary of Stones Orchard – a fantastic fact on which to hang a

celebration. Community participation will be integral to the event, which can be used as a way of

fostering community support and a sense of ownership.

Ideas for such an event have been discussed. In particular, to harvest some good quality oak from

nearby Croxley Hall Woods (or other local sites if appropriate), demonstrating traditional timber

extraction and processing methods (eg horse-logger and wood-miser), bringing the timber to Stones

Orchard, and using it to create the new bespoke site furniture. This also creates an opportunity for

the creation of a “focal point feature” as mentioned in section 3.1; some form of locally significant

timber sculpture could be carved on site and erected at the focal point, in recognition of the 125th

anniversary of the orchard. Local young people could be engaged as part of the artist’s process,

helping to create a sense of ownership. A proposal such as this could form part of the Lottery bid.

There has previously been a “Friends Group” active at the orchard, currently in a state of dormancy.

Efforts should be made to reinvigorate the group; bringing together an organised group of people

who have an active interest in the practical conservation management of the site. The launch of the

new management plan and increased activity on site may provide effective stimulus for this. Suitable

ongoing tasks could include pruning the orchard trees, hazel coppicing, maintenance of planted

trees, hedgerow management and raking of cut grass. Larger scale delivery of some of these tasks

could be supported through CMS’ Midweek Volunteer Programme.

Volunteering opportunities can be advertised on site using the new notice board, spread through the

community by the Parish Council through word of mouth, and promoted more widely through CMS.

It may be possible to involve the Yorke Mead Primary School (immediately adjacent to the orchard)

and Croxley House, a nearby care home, in tailored events and activities. The orchard could be

featured in the Hertfordshire Health Walks and Walks & More programmes.

Managing the orchard for fruit production brings potential opportunities for additional community

involvement, particularly if the trees provide good eating varieties of fruit. Community events could

be held to harvest the fruit, encouraging people to make use of and care for the site. This would be

well in keeping with the traditions of “Apple Days and “Cherry Sundays” and would provide an

excellent way to celebrate the site’s heritage.
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3.7 Marketing

Raising awareness of values of the site and encouraging more people to visit would help support the

long term management of the orchard, by ensuring that it continues to be valued by the local

community. Any promotion should be sensitive to the nature conservation value of the site, and

should not diminish its feeling of naturalness and seclusion.

Marketing appropriate to the nature of the site will be carried out through a number of channels

including:

 TRDC, CMS and Parish Council websites, whose content should be updated to account for

the new plan.

 Social media channels of the partner organisations.

 Three Rivers Times, an in house publication reaching 38,000 households.

 District Council notice boards.

 Parish Council notice boards.

 On-site notice board.

 Through the ParksHerts website

Press releases are produced on a regular basis covering a wide range of topics such as large events,

and contain photographs and quotes from those who have attended. Three Rivers District has a

range of free local magazines resulting in local sites gaining good exposure.

The proposed new interpretation panel will outline the key features of the site, the management

techniques employed for the main habitats, as well as reference to the natural and social history of

the site. Alongside production of the panel, a site leaflet could be produced using the same content

(one does not currently exist); these leaflets can be made available at various outlets around the

parish and district, as well as being available online as a downloadable PDF.
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4. Aims and Objectives

A. A WELCOMING PLACE

Provide a welcoming green space for the benefit of wildlife and the enjoyment of the local

community.

A1: Install new interpretation panel/notice board at main site entrance

A2: Install site signage to identify the site from outside

A3: Redesign main entrance, rationalise access and line up with track

A4: Replace existing benches with bespoke timber designs and reposition

A5: Surface main walking route with natural materials, incorporate “focal point feature”

B. HEALTHY, SAFE AND SECURE

Ensure that visitors to Stones Orchard feel safe and able to enjoy the site at all times.

B1: Include TRDC contact details on new interpretation

B2: Complete all formal tree inspections, update records and carry out any reactive tree works to

address safety issues

C. CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED

Ensure that the site is kept clean and that all aspects of the site are well maintained.

C1: Reposition/replace litter bins to match with benches

C2: Maintain all site infrastructure in a good condition

C3: Promptly remove any fly tipping, and carry out regular litter picking

C4: Carry out an annual “spring clean” of the site

C5: Regular emptying and inspection of litter bins and dog bins

D. SUSTAINABILITY

Ensure all management operations are as sustainable as possible.

D1: Apply for grant funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund

D2: Ensure all wooden site furniture is of FSC standard

D3: Ensure all contractors used on site adhere to sustainability and environmental policies

E. CONSERVATION AND HERITAGE

Conserve and enhance the Orchard’s habitats, wildlife and archaeological features.

E1: Implement programme of low intensity grassland management, including restorative cutting

to reduce hogweed

E2: Cut edge habitat on two year rotation for increased habitat diversity

E3: Maintain amenity mowing on main desire lines

E4: Reduce degradation of grassland by surfacing main walking route

E5: Respace younger orchard trees to original grid
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E6: Small scale planting of new fruit trees to fill gaps in grid

E7: Ongoing annual pruning programme of orchard trees

E8: Create fallen deadwood habitat piles from arisings from pruning

E9: Introduce coppice rotation on hazel component in hedgerows

E10: Thin out overgrown sections of hedgerow

E11: Clear scrub and replant new section of hazel hedgerow

F. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Provide opportunities for the local community to engage with and participate in the management of

the site.

F1: Launch event, 2018 when capital works complete, 125th anniversary

F2: Seek to re-establish a Friends of Stones Orchard group

F3: Organise events to spread awareness and increase community involvement

F4: Involve the stakeholders, local community and user groups in future management plan

revisions and decisions on key issues throughout the plan period

G. MARKETING

To promote awareness and interest in Stones Orchard.

G1: Produce a site leaflet in conjunction with new interpretation

G2: Ensure the new GAP is available on TRDC/CMS/CPGC websites

G3: Pursue opportunities to promote the site through magazine articles, website content and

other means
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5. Action Plan & Maps

Year 1 Action Plan 2017-2018

Action Obj.

Ref

When Responsibility Funding Est. Cost Spec.

Ref

Status

ONE-OFF ACTIONS

Apply for Heritage Lottery Grant funding D1 Spring CMS

Ensure new GAP available on partner websites G2 Spring CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Conservation grassland: Regular mowing April to July E1 Summer CGPC

Conservation grassland: Cut & Lift in August E1 August TRDC

Cut half of grassland edge areas (2yr rotation) E2 Summer CGPC

Design/manufacture new interpretation panel A1 B1 Autumn CMS/TRDC

Design new entrance feature A3 Autumn CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Produce a new site leaflet G1 Autumn CMS/TRDC

Reposition younger orchard trees to grid E5 Winter CMS/Contractor

Coppice rotation on hazel in hedgerows E9 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Construct hazel hurdles to define boundary by coppice E9 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Manage existing hedgerows E10 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Clear scrub & plant new sections of hazel hedge E11 Winter CMS/CGPC/Contractor

Establish deadwood habitat piles from prunings E8 Ongoing CGPC

Seek to establish a Friends of Group F2 Ongoing CMS/CGPC

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

Annual “spring clean” of site C4 Spring CGPC/Volunteers

Pruning of orchard trees (cherries & plums) E7 May-July CGPC/Volunteers

Mow grass under orchard trees 3 times, rake arisings E1 Summer CGPC/Volunteers

Amenity cutting on footpaths E3 Summer CGPC

Pruning of orchard trees (apples & pears) E7 Nov-March CGPC/Volunteers

Review annual actions and revise as necessary F4 March CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Complete all tree safety inspections & work B2 Ongoing TRDC

Maintain site infrastructure in good condition C2 Ongoing TRDC

Litter picking and removal of fly tipping C3 Ongoing CGPC/TRDC

Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins C5 Ongoing TRDC
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Mow edge habitat (2 year rotation)
Clear scrub & plant hazel
Re-coppice hazel
Manage existing hedgerows
Edge Habitat
Hazel Coppice
Hedges
Orchard Grassland
Trampled Grass
Conservation Grassland

Restorative cutting on conservation grassland:        
Regular mowing April to July, to reduce hogweed

STONES ORCHARD
GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 2017-22

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS EUL 100019606. 
Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions.

You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or

sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Year 1 Action Plan 2017-2018
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Meters

Responsibility:
TRDC                               
CMS
CGPC
Volunteers
Contractors

ANNUAL ACTIONS
Annual "spring clean" of site                                                           
Pruning of Cherries & Plums (May-July)
Pruning of Apples & Pears (Nov-March)
Mow grass under orchard trees (Apr/Jun/Aug) & rake
Amenity grass cutting on footpaths
Complete tree safety inspections
Maintain site infrastructure in good condition
Litter picking and removal of fly tipping
Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins
Review annual actions and revise as necessary

Reposition younger orchard trees     
to fit with original grid layout.

Conservation Grassland: Annual cut & lift in August       

Manage existing hedgerows            

Clear existing scrub and replant with    
new section of hazel hedgeInstall hazel hurdles on boundary          

AEstablish habitat piles from pruned deadwood      

AACut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS:
Apply for Heritage Lottery Grant funding                                         
Ensure new GAP available on partner websites
Design/manufacture new interpretation panel
Design new entrance feature
Produce new site leaflet
Seek to establish a Friends Group

Re-coppice hazel in hedgerows          

Re-coppice hazel in hedgerows          
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Year 2 Action Plan 2018-2019

Action Obj.

Ref

When Responsibility Funding Est. Cost Spec.

Ref

Status

ONE-OFF ACTIONS

Install new interpretation panel/notice board A1 B1 Spring CMS/Volunteers

Install new external signage A2 Spring CMS/Volunteers

Install new entrance feature A3 Spring CMS/Volunteers

Agree locations for replacement benches & install A4 C1 Spring CMS/Volunteers

Construct new surfaced path & focal point feature A5 E4 Spring CMS/Contractors

Conservation grassland: Regular mowing April to July E1 Summer CGPC

Conservation grassland: Cut & Lift in August E1 August TRDC

Cut half of grassland edge areas (2yr rotation) E2 Summer CGPC

Small scale planting of new fruit trees to fill gaps E6 Winter CMS/CGPC/Volunteers

125
th

Anniversary/Launch event (year 2) F1 Summer CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Coppice rotation on hazel in hedgerows E9 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Manage existing hedgerows E10 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Clear scrub & plant new sections of hazel hedge E11 Winter CMS/CGPC/Contractor

Maintain newly planted hedgerow E11 Ongoing CGPC

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

Annual “spring clean” of site C4 Spring CGPC/Volunteers

Pruning of orchard trees (cherries & plums) E7 May-July CGPC/Volunteers

Mow grass under orchard trees 3 times, rake arisings E1 Summer CGPC/Volunteers

Amenity cutting on footpaths E3 Summer CGPC

Pruning of orchard trees (apples & pears) E7 Nov-March CGPC/Volunteers

Review annual actions and revise as necessary F4 March CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Complete all tree safety inspections & work B2 Ongoing TRDC

Maintain site infrastructure in good condition C2 Ongoing TRDC

Litter picking and removal of fly tipping C3 Ongoing CGPC/TRDC

Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins C5 Ongoing TRDC
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Mow edge habitat (2 year rotation)
Clear scrub & plant hazel
Re-coppice hazel
Manage existing hedgerows
Edge Habitat
Hazel Coppice
Hedges
Orchard Grassland
Surfaced Path
Amenity Grass Cutting
Conservation Grassland

Restorative cutting on conservation grassland:        
Regular mowing April to July, to reduce hogweed

STONES ORCHARD
GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 2017-22

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS EUL 100019606. 
Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions.

You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or

sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Year 2 Action Plan 2018-2019

±@ A31:1,000
0 30 60

Meters

Responsibility:
TRDC                               
CMS
CGPC
Volunteers
Contractors

ANNUAL ACTIONS
Annual "spring clean" of site                                                           
Pruning of Cherries & Plums (May-July)
Pruning of Apples & Pears (Nov-March)
Mow grass under orchard trees (Apr/Jun/Aug) & rake
Amenity grass cutting on footpaths
Complete tree safety inspections
Maintain site infrastructure in good condition
Litter picking and removal of fly tipping
Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins
Review annual actions and revise as necessary

Small scale planting of new fruit trees
to fill gaps in grid.

Conservation Grassland: Annual cut & lift in August       

A

Install new interpretation panel
and notice board

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS:

125th Anniversary/Launch Event                            
Agree locations for replacement benches & install                  

Install new external signage

Install new entrance feature

Construct new surface path
and "focal point" feature

Re-coppice hazel in hedgerows          

Clear existing scrub and replant with    
new section of hazel hedge

Thin out dense sections of hedgerow            

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Install new external signage

Manage existing hedgerows            

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Maintain newly planted hedgerow        
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Year 3 Action Plan 2019-2020

Action Obj.

Ref

When Responsibility Funding Est. Cost Spec.

Ref

Status

ONE-OFF ACTIONS

Grassland management – cut & lift in August E2 Summer CGPC/TRDC

Cut half of grassland edge areas (2yr rotation) E2 Summer CGPC

Coppice rotation on hazel in hedgerows E9 Winter CGPC/Volunteers

Maintain newly planted hedgerow E11 Ongoing CGPC

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

Annual “spring clean” of site C4 Spring CGPC/Volunteers

Pruning of orchard trees (cherries & plums) E7 May-July CGPC/Volunteers

Mow grass under orchard trees 3 times, rake arisings E1 Summer CGPC/Volunteers

Amenity cutting on footpaths E3 Summer CGPC

Pruning of orchard trees (apples & pears) E7 Nov-March CGPC/Volunteers

Review annual actions and revise as necessary F4 March CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Complete all tree safety inspections & work B2 Ongoing TRDC

Maintain site infrastructure in good condition C2 Ongoing TRDC

Litter picking and removal of fly tipping C3 Ongoing CGPC/TRDC

Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins C5 Ongoing TRDC
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Mow edge habitat (2 year rotation)
Re-coppice Hazel
Edge Habitat
Hazel Coppice
Hedges
Orchard Grassland
Surfaced Path
Amenity Grass Cutting
Conservation Grassland

STONES ORCHARD
GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 2017-22

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS EUL 100019606. 
Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions.

You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or

sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Year 3 Action Plan 2019-2020

±@ A31:1,000
0 30 60

Meters

Responsibility:
TRDC                               
CMS
CGPC
Volunteers
Contractors

ANNUAL ACTIONS
Annual "spring clean" of site                                                           
Pruning of Cherries & Plums (May-July)
Pruning of Apples & Pears (Nov-March)
Mow grass under orchard trees (Apr/Jun/Aug) & rake
Amenity grass cutting on footpaths
Complete tree safety inspections
Maintain site infrastructure in good condition
Litter picking and removal of fly tipping
Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins
Review annual actions and revise as necessary

Conservation Grassland: Annual cut & lift in August       

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Re-coppice hazel in hedgerows          

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Maintain newly planted hedgerow          



Stones Orchard Greenspace Action Plan 2017-22 28

Year 4 Action Plan 2020-2021

Action Obj.

Ref

When Responsibility Funding Est. Cost Spec.

Ref

Status

ONE-OFF ACTIONS

Grassland management – cut & lift in August E2 Summer CGPC/TRDC

Cut half of grassland edge areas (2yr rotation) E2 Summer CGPC

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

Annual “spring clean” of site C4 Spring CGPC/Volunteers

Pruning of orchard trees (cherries & plums) E7 May-July CGPC/Volunteers

Mow grass under orchard trees 3 times, rake arisings E1 Summer CGPC/Volunteers

Amenity cutting on footpaths E3 Summer CGPC

Pruning of orchard trees (apples & pears) E7 Nov-March CGPC/Volunteers

Review annual actions and revise as necessary F4 March CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Complete all tree safety inspections & work B2 Ongoing TRDC

Maintain site infrastructure in good condition C2 Ongoing TRDC

Litter picking and removal of fly tipping C3 Ongoing CGPC/TRDC

Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins C5 Ongoing TRDC
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Mow edge habitat (2 year rotation)
Edge Habitat
Hazel Coppice
Hedges
Orchard Grassland
Surfaced Path
Amenity Grass Cutting
Conservation Grassland

STONES ORCHARD
GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 2017-22

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS EUL 100019606. 
Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions.

You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or

sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Year 4 Action Plan 2020-2021

±@ A31:1,000
0 30 60

Meters

Responsibility:
TRDC                               
CMS
CGPC
Volunteers
Contractors

ANNUAL ACTIONS
Annual "spring clean" of site                                                           
Pruning of Cherries & Plums (May-July)
Pruning of Apples & Pears (Nov-March)
Mow grass under orchard trees (Apr/Jun/Aug) & rake
Amenity grass cutting on footpaths
Complete tree safety inspections
Maintain site infrastructure in good condition
Litter picking and removal of fly tipping
Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins
Review annual actions and revise as necessary

Conservation Grassland: Annual cut & lift in August       

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).
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Year 5 Action Plan 2021-2022

Action Obj.

Ref

When Responsibility Funding Est. Cost Spec.

Ref

Status

ONE-OFF ACTIONS

Grassland management – cut & lift, monitor hogweed E2 Summer CGPC/TRDC

Cut half of grassland edge areas (2yr rotation) E2 Summer CGPC

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

Annual “spring clean” of site C4 Spring CGPC/Volunteers

Pruning of orchard trees (cherries & plums) E7 May-July CGPC/Volunteers

Mow grass under orchard trees 3 times, rake arisings E1 Summer CGPC/Volunteers

Amenity cutting on footpaths E3 Summer CGPC

Pruning of orchard trees (apples & pears) E7 Nov-March CGPC/Volunteers

Review annual actions and revise as necessary F4 March CMS/CGPC/TRDC

Complete all tree safety inspections & work B2 Ongoing TRDC

Maintain site infrastructure in good condition C2 Ongoing TRDC

Litter picking and removal of fly tipping C3 Ongoing CGPC/TRDC

Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins C5 Ongoing TRDC
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Mow edge habitat (2 year rotation)
Edge Habitat
Hazel Coppice
Hedges
Orchard Grassland
Surfaced Path
Amenity Grass Cutting
Conservation Grassland

STONES ORCHARD
GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 2017-22

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS EUL 100019606. 
Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions.

You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or

sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Year 5 Action Plan 2021-2022

±@ A31:1,000
0 30 60

Meters

Responsibility:
TRDC                               
CMS
CGPC
Volunteers
Contractors

ANNUAL ACTIONS
Annual "spring clean" of site                                                           
Pruning of Cherries & Plums (May-July)
Pruning of Apples & Pears (Nov-March)
Mow grass under orchard trees (Apr/Jun/Aug) & rake
Amenity grass cutting on footpaths
Complete tree safety inspections
Maintain site infrastructure in good condition
Litter picking and removal of fly tipping
Emptying & inspection of litter/dog bins
Review annual actions and revise as necessary

Conservation Grassland: Annual cut & lift in August       

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).

Cut one half of grassland edge habitat
(two year rotation).



Stones Orchard Greenspace Action Plan 2017-22 32

6. Contact Details

Three Rivers District Council

Three Rivers House

Northway

Rickmansworth

WD3 1RL

Phone: 01923 776611

Email: enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk

Web: www.threerivers.gov.uk

Croxley Green Parish Council

The Council Offices

Community Way

Croxley Green

Rickmansworth

WD3 3SU

Phone: 01923 710250

Email: info@croxleygreen-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.croxleygreen-pc.gov.uk

Countryside Management Service

CMS Office (Car Park H)

Environment Department

County Hall

Hertford

SG13 8DN

Phone: 01992 588433

Email: northeast.cms@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Web: www.hertslink.org/cms


